HLA antigens and clinical subgroups of schizophrenia.
Frequencies of HLA A, B, C, and DR antigens were studied in 100 schizophrenic patients and 919 controls from South Sweden. The patients were diagnosed according to the DSM III criteria and divided into four clinical subgroups (hebephrenic, paranoid, residual, and undifferentiated). In the schizophrenic patients as a whole significant increases were found for A2, A3, B17, B27, and Cw2 and decreases for A1, A11, and B8. A previous positive association with A9 from the same population was not confirmed. A significant heterogeneity between the four clinical subgroups was found for A3 and Bw35. Most of the associations between HLA antigens and schizophrenia reported in the literature appear to be fortuitous and dependent on the large number of trials made. However, confirmed increases have been found for A9 and B17, and confirmed decreases have been observed for A1 and B7. Some evidence for a heterogeneity between clinical subgroups was found in the present as well as in previous investigations.